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The Trinity


"I'm a believer in Christ, but I have some doubts about the Trinity. Some verses seem to support the doctrine, yet there are other verses that may suggest otherwise. What's your read on the subject?"


The Trinity is the term Christians use to describe the unity and distinctiveness of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Notice, however, that the doctrine of the Trinity does not teach that there are three Gods, but rather One God comprised of three distinct persons. They are One in that they are united in perfect harmony of purpose. They are personalities in that they communicate, will, love, grieve, etc. These are all attributes of personhood. They are God in that they are all share the essential attributes of divinity: they are uncreated, eternal, all powerful, etc.


We see the co-deity and co-equality of the Trinity in the baptismal formula of Matt 28:20. We see the three distinct members of the Trinity present at Jesus' baptism. The Son is baptized; the Spirit descends upon Him; and the Father declares, "This is my Son in whom I love" (Matt 3:16-17)


Other texts also underscore the equality of the members of the Trinity. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all called God (Phil 1:2, John 1:14, Col 2:9, Acts 5:3-4). Each is called Creator (Isa 64:8, John 1:3, Job 33:4,26:13). They are each omnipresent--everywhere at once (1 Kgs 8:27, Matt 28:20, Psa 139:7-10). They are each omniscient--having all knowledge (1 John 3:20, John 16:30,21:17, 1 Cor 2:10-11). This is not an exhaustive list, but these verses give strong Scriptural support to the doctrine of the Trinity.


While it is true that the Bible reveals different functions within the Trinity, such diversity does not imply inequality, but merely distinctions of office. The Father leads, the Son saves, and the Spirit empowers. Using a corporate analogy, the Bible portrays the Father as the CEO of Kingdom Company Inc., providing leadership. The Son is in Sales, making personal contacts and representing the company. Meanwhile, The Holy Spirit is busy in Production, at work behind the scenes. Each part is distinct, but interdependent upon the other. The Bible reveals three divine persons who equally share one divine essence. God is, a tri-unity, a Trinity, three-in-one. 


When the Son says, therefore, "The Father is greater than I," he means that the Father is greater in authority (John 14:28). This emphasizes their distinction as persons. When He says, however, "I and the Father are One," He means to underscore their essential equality (John 10:31). Marriage illustrates this distinction nicely. Marriage makes the couple "one" yet each partner retains their uniqueness. They have different roles—as husband and wife--and yet they are each equally persons.  The husband may be the “head of the wife” (Eph. 5:23), meaning that possesses primary leadership responsibility, but both are equally human. 


The Persons in the Trinity are equal. They are One. "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength" (Deut 6:4-5). The Hebrew here for "one" means more than simply “one” numerically. They are one in the sense of being united. They are united for our redemption. They are one in a shared resolve to save us. The Trinity, therefore, is not just a doctrine for us to believe, but a marvelous God for us to love.
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